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Against this background, it was natural that the estimates unfa-
vourable to the Government of the day were followed by those
that upheld its benefits. The net result, as a glance at the summary
of the major estimates would indicate, was that even when the se-
parate attempts related to the same year or to not too distant
periods, the differences between the estimates of per capita
incomes were very wide indeed. For instance, Lord Curzon's
estimate of per capita income in British— India for 1897-98
was two-thirds higher than William Digby's Estimate for the
Mowing year. 2-S^C^ lOCC
Apart from the personal predilections of the various estimators,
there were also important conceptual differences among them which
made their results very divergent. Thus, the estimate of per capita
income made by Baring and Barbour was a third higher than that by
Dadabhai Naoroji mainly because Baring and Barbour attempted to
cover services whereas Dadabhai Naoroji left them out on principle.
The important influence of these conceptual differences as well as of
the methods used in estimating is evident even in more recent times;
R. C. Desai's estimate of per capita consumer expenditure (thus ex-
cluding net public and private capital formation and free public
services to the ultimate consumer) for 1931-32 was a third higher
than Professor V. K. R. V. Rao's estimate of per capita income
for the same year.
Added to these was the fact that the estimates were in
current prices and were, therefore, not comparable without
adjustments for price changes. Since most of them were limited
to a year, they could not be used even after making price
adjustments for the purposes of determining long-term trends
because of the very considerable influence of natural factors in
showing a very high or low agricultural output for the
year chosen.
However convincing the remits of one or the other estimator
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